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SUEJ: POLIC'I ON PAIL HEIGHTS FOR PASSENGER VESSELS AXD S:"ALL 
PASSENGER VESSELS 

rail height requirements based on standing criteria nay present 
line of sight problems for passengers in theater balcony seats. 

a. While land based building codes usually do not apply to 
sea going vessels, they can be useful in determining an 
equivalent safety standard. These codes, which specifically 
address rails in theater balconies, allow rail heights of less 
than 36 inches for rails which are not located at the end of an 
aisle. 

b. Theater balconies usually contain fixed seats. 
Passencers in these areas would normally remained seated while 
cccupying the space. In addition, many vessels utilizing this 
design engage exclusively in voyages of a sheltered nature such 
as a riy;er or lakes, bays, and sounds route. 

C. Accordingly as per 46 CFR 72.40-5(b) & (d) and 46 CFR 
177.35(h) rail heights for interior balconies may be lowered to 
no less than 30 inches exdeot in way of aisles provided: 

(1) The vessel will operate exclusively cn a sheltered 
route. *. . 

(2) The space either contains fixed theater seating cr 
the space will be;used exclusively for seated activities such as 
viewing a show and/or dining. 

: 
(3) Rail heights of 36 inches would obstruct the line of 

sight to the theater or center stage. 

4: Existinc vessels which now' heyre 30 inch rails should net 
normally k-required to incre&se their rail height to 36 inches 
unless: 

. 
a. The vessel's normal"service changes (e.g., from big game 

fishing with 
operaticns, 

fighting chairs to head boat/party boat type 
or frcm seated activities such as theater viewing to 

StZSlding activities): Or ' 

b. The route cf 
severity; -or 

the vessel changes to cne.of greater 

C. The rails must be replaced for other reasons. 

5. On vessels where 30 inch rails have been allowed due to the 
above mentioned reasons, a Special Note should be placed in the 
vessel's Marine Safety Information System file to indicate the 
nature 0 f the exemption and the conditions under which it 
applies. It should also-include a ieference to any written 
ccrrespondence approving the exemption. 
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